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Experiments lain isa 13-pisode television series created by Tria 
oneer LDC. Itaired in Japan in uly, 1998, with subsequent release there 
spe, DVD, and laser dise; imports to the United States began in 1998, 
Ryutaro Nakamura directed the series, with character de 
Nakaido, 


ns by Yoshitoshi ABe. 


Lain wakura thinks of herself 


In the course of te series she learns that everything about he 


‘when the walls between the physical world and the Wired, the realm of digit 


networks, collapse, Inthe end she must face here 


ator and struggle for the power 


to decide the world’s destiny. ‘The framework for all this is essentially science 


fiction, involving the growing 


wer of computers and networking. The 


impact of Lain’s changing awareness and its consequences draw of 
fantasy and horror. There 
are truths that can 


reno “secrets man was not meant to know,” but ther 


and do overpower a mind not yet prepared for then 


who push beyond the bounds of ther abilities can pay a very high price indeed for 


neant for thers to know firs 


Lainisan allusive series, Much remains ambiguous, and evoked 
uid 
might notice many uses of phrases like “it seems” and “perhaps.” Anything else 
‘would be unfaithful to the spiitof the show, in which the stat 


important than most particular d 


rather than spelled out in concrete terms, In the course of ers 


als. Some key questions remain alto 
‘unanswered; here the guide tres to 
expretation be 


sent various options, but in the end th 


amakeand remake, Where theseriesavoids 


> 4 ma 4 a 


Help me lo bre 


e 
1 am hurting. | have lost it all 
n losing 


Used by permission, Courtesy of BO/VPioneor Artists Music Publishing ©2000, 
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is full of scenes that are not entirely 
clear-cut, The show contains layers of allusion and implication, 
with images presented sans full explanation, foreshadowing left 
ambiguous, and extensive use of colour, point of view, and other 
’ mental and emotional states. 


artistic features to evoke character 
Many scenes include voic 


overs, and it is not always possible to 
know who is speaking: some characters can and do imitate each 
other perfectly. During transitions, many viewpoints come and 
go without any serious effort at explaining them all 


The descriptions here aim to 
summarize what appears on screen, what 
the major characters say and do, and the 
«rucial things that happen around them 
The series cannot and does not aim to 
exhaust the fll potential. ft would takea 
book much larger than this one to 
identify, for instance, all the technical 
diagrams, handwritten notes, and other 
features presented in the background 
during the enyclopediske min ectres 
that explain parts of the show's word 
Likewise, itis not always clear precise 
what a character feels at a crucial 
moment, or what that character may 
intend by an ambiguous action. Talling 
al the possibilities could tke very lng 


So this guide is understandably an 
overview, not the definitive word on 
every aspect ofeach episode. It clarifies 
some mysteries and points at the 
answers to others, but some enigmas 
remain for viewers to study and pura 
cover on their own, In the course ofthe 
many viewings that went into preparing 
this guid, it became increasingly clear 
that sometimes looking for any single 
answer may be the wrong approach, 
Sometimes the answer is both "yes" and 
no” and “all of the above,” a sits a 
world of unexpected and unending 
Potential, The repeated appearance in 
descriptions that follow words like 
“apparently” and “seeming” reflects a 
fandamenia truth ofthe series, whichis 
that more than one truth often appli. 
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Episope Summany Laver: O| 


speaker's invitation, aimed at the tired 


gil on the strets. This background is 
one manifestation of the Wired, the 


world of online communications, and 


Layer O1: Weird opens with a series Of  witlaso appear throughout the series 
nighttime shots of Tokyo, a sequence that appears Ms"nnmen rsp, bata 
again and again throughout the series as a iting online. In some cases tke 


this one, messages originating in the 


backdrop for voice-over commentary. A girl asks Wired leak out into the real word, or 


flow from the minds of people in the real 


in voice-over “Why won't you come?” and pleads worldintothe Wire 
with an as-yet-unidentified target to join her. The tired git next appears on the 


roof of a downtown building, suddenly 


kaleidoscopic pastel color swirls, letters seeming relieved and happy. She loosens 
ripple into focus and fade again, her hair and leans far over the edge, 
continuing the initial voice-over mouthing something silently. Against 


Shots of couples and groups 
enjoying the nightie alternate with the 
movements of a tired, unhappy girl 
Against a silent background of 


ke 
Al 


a 
i] 


a itil 
you! 


2 
oe 
zs 
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yc Seamaae Laven; 


The world around her 
fades into white, and back in with her 
downtown, then, without transition, at 
the bottom of a subway stairwell, The 
people above her shimmer and ade like 
her schoolmates earlier. For an instant 


she stands in the empty family home 
then ina foggy landscape where the only 
feature is a train track. A fellow 


schoolgirl, her hair obscuring her face 
runs out onto the tracks, Lain calls & 


‘warning, but cannot make sound. Te 
girl turns to look at Lain and the 
approaching train, and her face changes 
repeatedly, There's Chis's face, beneath 
ita shouting angry version of Lin's own 
face, an adult fae lined in the style of 
traditional Japanese theatrical makeup, a 
skull, and a grown woman reminiscent of 
Lain’s mother. The train rushes past 
Lain, filling the hitherto quiet vision with 
noise, before it all dissolves into white 


soowher® 
ane you? 


blackboard assignment. As she stares at 
the chalkowritten notes, they again 


issolveinto pixels, this time forming the 
message “Come tothe Wired as soon as 
you can.” She looks up again and the 
scene returns to normal. On her walk 
home, the shadows are particulary rich 
in mysterious splotches or stains. A git 
walks past her. Only after she has gone 
boy does Lain realize that it is Chis 
Lain’s question “So where are you?" 
brings only a cryptic smile and a 
melancholy expression, Chisadisslv 
into a glov 

with Lain alone onthe street. 
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The boy cuts open the gel capsule 


he purchased, revealing a pillsized 
‘machine, covered in blinking lights and 
covnples tubing. Aer he swallowst his 


begins with the nighttime 
cityscape seen in Layer 01 and a girl asking in 
voice-over, “What is it you're so afraid of? Why 
don’t you take a chance sometime?” 


observer inthe Wired says“ don’t come 
here because I want to,” remarking on 
the boy paying a grossly inflated price 
for his drug he finally adds that Accela — Procaii 
isn't a drug, but requires the same 585th 
hassles to obtain 


thoughts appear in the pastel Wired, 
feel. accelerated.” He 

people around bi 
slowly and hears the mu 


i. Lain’s 


The scene shifts to the Cyberia 
nightclub, shots of club activity 
alternate with commentary from within 
the silent pastel Wired environment, A 
bboy makes what looks ikea typical drug 
deal with a waitress (her features are 


concealed beneath a gas mask). An 


(Wunnnne CUEREEL) 


whadt isiat 


you'res80 
alraitoot? 


crashing. She says she hardly kno 
anything about he wil 
figure it out soon enough. When her 
father comes home that night, he sets it 
up for her. A voicedriven interface, far 
more sophisticated than the a 


later, Lain rece 
Alice, again inviting her to Cyberia. On 
the spur ofthe moment she accepts 


COTTE 


On her way down to the club 
basement, Lain passes three childre 
fe years than herself the two 
boast wuss hacking matters 
like whether a technique will attract the 
attention of the Ministry of Information 
Control and whether it 

response to someot 


club, Lain’ fri n discuss the girl 
who looked so much like her but 
behaved so differently, until gunfire 
interrupts them, 


The boy last seen using Accel 
n the dancefloor brandishin 


pistol with 
before everyone e 


Wied can never interfere with the 
worl.” She calmly walks toward him, 
unperturbed by the laser sight moving 
aver her chest and face. With the 
slightest trace of a smile, she says," 
matter where you are, everyone i al 
connected,” Reluctantly, as if fighting 
sins interal resistance, he turns 

2 on himself and commits suicide 

h blood. 
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sister’s beds are neatly made and 
‘obviously not slept in. The kitchen and 
living room are tidy and unused. The 
house is as pristine as if the wakura 


opens with some of the usual i hat all moved out, oF not yet 


moved in. Lain repeatedly searches the 


shots of the city at night, then cuts to Cyberia and note ee 
the police escorting survivors away. A girl says in otic the unusual blotch that appears 
voice-over, “There's a girl named Lain. You may 
have heard of her. She's on the Wired.” The police 
officer questioning Lain asks whether her family is 
away on vacation, since nobody answered, but 
reassures her that they do not doubt her story; she 
isnot in trouble. 


Alice begs Lain’s forgiveness for 
getting her into the situation, and finds 
little comfort in Lain’s detached. 


distracted responses, 


Another police officer gives Lain a 
lft home, but she enters to find the place 


thoroughly deserted. Her parents’ and 


(wiulelu ale 


layered in among the regular 
applications before it expands and 
dissolves. She the 


house again, cl 


Pace Id Fs = 
tll @ aera eeeln Th 


been drawing on notepaper surrounded 
by layer upon layer of swirling knotted 
circles and corkscrews, with occasional 


jses of forms similar to the unusual 


Shape that appeared on her Navi the 


before. Chisa's voice reiterates how 


havinga body was only holding her back, 
When 


she sees Chisa in the window of the 


ain ears back in bewilderment 


classroom: not so much in the hallway 


he ass itself, like a 


leeision seen. ‘The voice she heard on 
the tran asks 
Lain? Who is Lain’? 


sin and again, “Who is 


In the hallway after class, Lain’s 
friends discuss their sense of det 


nent 
about the shooting. Alice is bothered 
that she cannot take it as seriously as she 
believes being close to a death deserves, 


but the others dismiss her concern. They 


er around Lain when she finds an 
cavelope in her locket. Their hopes fora 
love letter o other token of fection end 


in disappointment when it turns out to 
p. On her walk 


home, Lain looks at it again and 


whispers, “Psyche,” to herself 


ghly stylized ima 


of 
power es speak out samples of 
the Wired's traffic that night. Some are 


prosaic, involving business deals and 


romantic confessions (“I love kissing’). 
Some of it is related to recent events, 


ith complaints about how Accela’s 
become hard to find, or theories thatthe 
Psyche chip i allegedly the creation of a 
group of hackers known as the Knights 
(though the speaker is skeptical if they 
are anything but urban legend), Some 
conversation are outright peculiar, with 


isting a little person in red 
and green clothes is watching her. 
Chise's voice asks Lain, “Why won't you 
come hete?” 


Lain’ father enters her room to see 
how sheis doing. Sheasks him about the 
Psyche chip, but he emphatically and 
rudely denies knowing abou it. She asks 
again, and he d 
manner suggesting he is hiding 
something. Lain heads outside, and 


ies again, with @ 


rust again pass the black sedan (with its 
unseen occupants and laser sight dots) 
on her way to Cyberia, 


‘ 


Y 


J}, Cyberia’s Din residence, greets 
Lain with familiarity, remarking on by 
much the lit a change for 
her asks the three children she 
encountered on her previous visi if th 
know anything about her mysterious 
chip. The boys promptly identify it asa 
Psyche. One produces his gan 


TEUUTETT 


controller/handheld computer and says 
that if he installed the Psyche in it, he 
could have full access to the Wired and 
atever he wanted, They envious 
explain how to install the chip and use 
Taro, the boy with the game controller, 
says that he has seen Lain inthe Wired in 
asks fora date with “the wild Lain” asthe 
fee for his information services, 


wetire wet 
agen mers 


The next day, Lain's sister Mika 


comes home to find Kar (a bearded m 
in black) and his ponytailed partner 
standing on the Iwakura porch, Both 


wear g 
other ha 


sight 


nsepiec. She threatens to call 

they calmly reply before leaving that i 
‘ould do no good, since “we're not even 
here.” Mrs. Iwakura refuses to take 
Mika's complaint s 

angrily heads upstairs 

almost entirely undrt 

inthe expos 

is install 


static electricity, The e 
her big 


Layer 04: Religion opens with the usual cityscapes. 
Lain says in voice-over, “I don’t need parents. 
Humans are connected to no one, nobody at all.” 


Lain s in her room, working on her 


computer. Stacks of hard drives and 
ather peripheral devices, some piled 
higher than Lain surround her. Power 
cables criss-cross the floors (and walls, 
acelin), while fans blow cool ar past 
open chassis. Lain's father again watches 
silently from the door before finally 
closing his eyes in weariness or sadness. 


Downstairs, Mika suggests that 
someth 

parent 
the couple is alone Mrs. wa 
reassurance herself, Throu 


wrong with Lain. Neither 


reflected video light even when there is 


no video in the are 


Episone SUMMARY 


Elsewhere inthe city, a young man 
fles from an unseen pursuet. He reaches, 
his apartment but fumbles with his keys, 
giving the hunter time to catch up. It 
proves to be a small girl, innocuously 
looking apart from the deepening 
shadows around her ees. In successively 
closer views, her eyes become empty 


Laver: O4 
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player games who kill the other 


acters rather than non-player 


led adversaries), She says, “Tean't 


go where you are,” and moves to block 


his escape with a wall of glowing hands 


He turns to find the small giel from 
boehind him. Her fae 
tonforts into an inhuman snarl and she 
Tunges at him, Hi 
gun, calling out 


apes for an unseen 


it to fire; he a his eyes, 
Peiig it would work. It dae 
gy bles she ugh te 


childish eatues as she collapses 


The game environment fades after 
hisin ns out ofits ammo, 


He huddles on the ro 


op, staring at a 
small body wrapped in a loose sheet. 
Glowing Lain watches with a sorrowful 


expression, After a fade to black, video 


footage shows him insisting it wast his 
fault. He was playing Phantoms, and it 


somehow crossed aver into a game for 


kindergarteners, He apparently shot her 
in realty while imagining shooting the 
creature in the Wired, Lain listens to 
some of this news coverage, then takes 
mail from JJ the DJ. He says the game 
itself is pretty st 


forward but it 
exploits a peculiar hole in underlying net 


protocols to allow free roaming. His 


friends suspect that itis the work ofthe 
Knights, the previously alluded-to 


mysterious hackers credited with 


everything innovative or unusual 


Lain’ father enters. He remarks 
wing 
computer familiarity. He warns her that 


the Wired is nothing more than a 


with some disapproval on he 


communications medium, not to be 
She 
disagrees, saying thatthe borderisnotso 


confused with the real world 


CRP nnn aanniio. 
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why wart yl 
come hee! 


BERESS SEEEEBEL 


opens with the customary 
cityscape. Lain says in voice-over, “If you can hear 
it, then it’s speaking to you, and if you can see it, 
then it’s yours to ha 


ves way to views of Lain 
in the midst of the crowd, and he 
speaks directly to h 


elling her that 
main stuck in 
red exists as a way 
he is, and receives 
the answer, “I. God. 


The disembodied male voice, 


which has spoken to Lain before 


ss species, suitable only for 
gratifying physical pleasures and 


lacking purpose or direction, The 


serial exp@riments 


ara tee 


Mika dresses and leav 


boyftiend’s bedroom. 1 
has-a close brush with an ou 
Meanwhile, Lain asks one 
other dolls to tell hera story, It answers 


in a mature woman's voice that she 
already know 


hin 
the world, The woman g 


nists in 
toadd, 


For every event, there sista prophecy 
foreshadowing the event. An event fist 
comes into existence when there is a 
prophecy.” Lain asks who makes the 
prophecies, but receives no answer, The 
Navi displays a news item about how 
erroneous data made computer: 


controlled cars and traffic signals, 
misbehave, causing one death and 
multiple accidents. 


Lain heads downtown and just 
misses her sister; both receive packets of 
tissues from a passing street vendor. The 
bboy who told Lain about her Psyche 
brashly asks Mika fora date and knocks 
her arm so she spills her drink. She 
‘opens te tissues to blot the spl, ony to 
find a message written on them: “The 
‘other side is overcrowded. The dead will 
have nowhere to go.” Angrily, she tosses 


itaway. Bystanders call her attention to 
Lain standing in the middle of traffic 
repeating quietly, “Everyone gets 
connected, everyone gets connected.” 
Mika looks upto see Lain’ face displayed 
‘n one of the billboard video screens. 


After a fade to black, the scene 
shifts back to Lain in her bedroom, in her 
nightgown, She speaks this time to a 
decorative mask, which says in a deep 
male voice, “The prophecy will be 
fulfilled” It explains that history is not 
random occurrences, but events linked 
‘ona line o rather made to connect toa 


line, She asks again who makes this 


happen, and again receives no answer. 


At school, Lain’ frends ak if she 
was responsible for the traffic hack 
Someone cating to be her took credit 
for it, and they are not entirely certain 
she was not responsible, Back home, she 


listens to a news item; the Ministry of 


Information Control acknowledges that 


the traffic problems were a deliberate act 
but that the Ministry has taken steps to 


ensure it does not happen again. The 


news display on Lain’s Navi dissolves 
into the same view of he face that Mika 
saw in public 


In a fast food restaurant, Alice 
receives spam, junk e-mail, and mentions 


she keeps recevi 
“The prophecy must be fulfilled.” She 


says her geek friends think it might be 
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resembles a pai of callipers measuring a 


pyramid, with daggerlike characters 


arranged in ring around it, The thing is 


apparently huge and looms over her 


Mika comes to her senses after @ 
fade to black and is now sitting in a 
restaurant, Other people happily chat at 
other booths. She spills her coffee, but 


before she can wipe it up the spill draws 


th he Knights, though her At dinner, Mika starts to mention into itself, leaving gaps that sp_ll ox 
fends are septical. Alice wonders; seeing Lain downtown, but cannot Full the prophecy.” Mika stands up 
ithe fan or money, but for some other into her milk, and after a dissolve ti 


purpose altogether. white 


> ghosts. 


speaks to a 


which tells her that the Wired is an 
pper layer” of reality. Physical 
xistence is merely a hologram, a 


projection from the Wired. The flow of 
information manifests through electrical 
readily 


ondary t 
The figure di 
in's question as to whether 


itisreally her mother 


the saw Lain. The 


Obviously frightened, she 


and finds herself alone; everyone else is 
suddenly gone. There isa brief flash of 
blue static, as in the opening credits, 
after which Mika tries to regain 
composure in the restaurant's 
ts go out, and a stall 


she steps 
inside. The door swings shut behind 


Fulfillste prophecy! 
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opens with the usual views of the 
city. A woman says in voice-over, “If people can 
connect to one another, even the smallest of voices 
will grow loud. If people can connect to one 
another, even their lives will grow longer. So.” 


Walking down the street toward 


schoo, she sees boy standing with arms 


‘outstretched toward the sky, asifadoring 
not. In 


something he sees but she doe 


class, her friends try to draw her out of 
her burgeoning Wired obsession. Reika 


rdware, puddles of cooling ud on the 
of, and holographic displays fill the 


oom. Lain stares into the monitor, We 
see her point of view as a consciousness 
in the Wired, drifting in a white voi. 
Others speak to her in incomprehensible 
bass rumbles and rainbow flares of il 


She clearly understands everything they 


say, and identifies her friendly contacts 
asthe Knights 


rejects the notion that Wired contacts 
are comparable to Faceto-fce friends, 
and whi the others disagree somewhat, 
they share her concern. The quartet goes 
‘ut shopping, and they all notice more 
children inthe armsaprased posture of 
the boy Lain saw earlier. Lain peers up 
into the sky, and now seesth 
ae, glowing with 


louds part 


to reveal a celestial 


TREREE 


PETE 


Tosant Senmany Leite: 08 light. Itisher, Alice and the others see it 
as well; the background crowd noises 
suggest that adults do, too, 


At home, Mrs, Iwakura speaks 
distractedly to the second Mika, who 
responds only in vague grunts. Lain 
to her room, A 
m refers tothe apparition, but 
toconnect tothe Wired, 
ion through geometric 
pattems, Lain stands on a white path form. She the figure as 
floating in a limitless black void, Professor H him to tell 


Another master user speaks to her as a_herall abou it. 


yomame enMly 
phesaee 


slant floa 8 
of information in response to her 
impatient queries. She passes on to a 
ddoor-like slab showing an old man she 
identifies as “the child-kller scientist, 
somehow associated with Phantoma, 


The scene blurs into a sunset 
tone balcon} 

covered in vines. The profes 

ina lounge chair and speaks tre 

demas ion about fifteen-year 


old experiments, which Phantoma is 
reproducing. He says he thought hu 


creation of receptors capable of picking 
up children’s latent psionic energy. The 
K.LD.ssystem would harness this ener 
for constructive, trans! 


purposes. Unfortunately, it did not work 
the way he intended. It created feedback] 
loops, destroying the minds of the 
children involved and unleashing 
terrible destruction, Hodgson smashed| 


CLL UN) 


The men in black again scan her 


m from the street. She steps outside 
nt them, de 


to con ing to know 


whether they are the Kni 


not answer directly, sa 


get down.” An explosion rips through 


Lain’s room, ‘They say it was “only the 
that “they” must 
ted a parasite bomb there, AS 


the equipment, but someone found his In herroom, Lan slumps in font of He mein blac enter their ca to drive 


nas the basis her computer. She shouts angrily at OH they 


wer Lain's question about 
the simple 


her assailants w 


fo Phantoma, The game taps into psi someone in the Wired, demanding to 


declaration, “The k 


nergy without the need for the K.LDs know why they were manipulating people 
The episode ends with Lain 


standing baffled on the sidewalk 


assimilating the idea that there are 
opponents to the Knigl 


at workas wel 


The liquid in the hardware’s cooling 


‘She demands to know whether any cae 


systems bubble more ¥ 


this troubles him, He is consumed by 
guilt but feels helpless; she rejects this as 


ally turns 


accuses the Knights of using Phantoma’s 
You're 


players for their own ends, adding 
nothing but a pathetic bund 
There is no answer to that, or to her 


that follows 


self-centred cowardice. He 


from reflective monologue to address her 


mocking 


n ili her. 


warning her that she faces 

nents, he fades out, at ast 
he death for which he had 
The sunset realm dissolves, 


ads of the white 
The Knights.” 


Raeianias wmoteanne 


serial he 


opens with the cityscape 


voice-over, with Lain saying, “Just between you 
and me, let me tell you what's happening, what's 
beginning to take place in our society without you 
ever even being vaguely conscious of it.” 


becoming less like herself. The second 
Mika stands.at the door, attracting Lain's 
attention, trying to say something. She 


door and Lain resumes her Wired 
discussions. 


(BORE DEREEED 


LLL a 


Consortium banquet. mn 
between the two are flirtatious and 
He sends her out, then 

mail, The firs 


animated grap 


ignores the lecture in 
mely complex 
her handheld 


programmin 
computer while a worried Alice watches 
The scene cuts to an over 


peering at the same callipers-and-stone 
graphic asthe businessman and cackling 
tohimself about how heis beter than al 
cof them. Back at school, Alice expresses 
her concern about Lain’s current 


condition, Sheand the others wanted to 
make Lain happy and include her in 
ther fun, and she offers Lain the chance 
to say that they were all just bel 


Fight now, or perhaps yesterday 
nuisance, Lain desperately and 


inarticulately tries to explain that Alice 


traffic includes a yariety of speculations 


and the others were not @ nuisance, but 
does not know how to describe what she 


rough now 


Anews item says unknown parties 0" the Knights, saying 


hacked the Ministry of Information 
Control itself, leaving the Wired in 
The newsreader calmly 


powerful secret hackers and hardware 


creators, and about Lain, with 


re from “Whos Lain?” 
announces, ‘Be advised that although it ey sega 8 


housewife working at home, and tries 


flirting with her unsuccessfully. He 


leaves in failure when the woman’ 
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than following her advice, the 


her to make the chan 


5 up immediate 
f static and Nenumni’s voice 
of the Knights. The 


asks if Lain is 


pathetic fit of beg 


ng and 


this with the men in blacks 
stunned and confused. 


ne; she quietly responds, “The with the men in black, They pull up at a 
thing as the real building das Tachibana General The boss comments, “Soc say the 


2, Shinbashi Office Wired doesn't 


political borders like 
emblem, the real 


recom 
bout 


ed, But with thi 
ce to pay. Tm talk 


there isa 
narchists and idiots 
of pranks add up to a 


who think 


jon, ‘The Knights are quite 
different, They don’t seem to be 


ana idiots at all” He adds that 


her presence inthe Wiredis destabilizing 


‘unfurnished spaces. A man sitting on a 


Lain walks hometofind the men in folding chair speaks to Lain like he 


black waiting for her, They invite her kn 


ner, talking about problems 


their car, emphasizing that they do guring the company firewall and 
ree or harm her. Karl noting that he probably should u 
to look 


rectly at tonew hardware but that heis too old 


2who it. Sheidentifies the problem, but 


watched Lain walk by, He tells her that if 


oes with ther, they will reveal their 


tities, Meanwhile, Nezumi 


atulating himself and 


ing figure appears in his 


cnigmatically at hit, 


physical form rides 


it, and thatthe Ke interested in 


Lain breaks into tears under 


questioning, but suddenly straightens 


upand snaps back. She is the Lain who 


«dat the Accela user several layers 
The boss identifies her as the 
Lain ofthe Wired. He sayshe isaware of 


and alarmed by the barrier breakdown 


ni babbles on about being 
truth including the God in 
the W 


bout says that i the Knights 


Wired? Does she know if her family is 
really her family, when their birthdays 
are, whether she actually celeb: 

birthday with 


does no men in black to watch from the sidelines 


The housewife scen earlier settles 
down to playa videogame with her son 


In her sink, we see the Knights’ circuit 


madly burned. Elsewhere, in a 


somewhere in the city, Nezumi lies 
face-down with a broken neck 
rently having fallen over an unseen 
pice, His display shows the 


Knights logo 


t Dace 32 = = 
Senne lhl lee 


voice-over, “So you want to be hurt too, do you? ... 
Ifyou do, don’t look away, whatever 


Taro appears in an obviously 
digitized environment, chatting with 
{ain while playing a computer game, 
happily killing other players’ characters 
He offers a surprisingly sophisticated 
rationale for his self-indulgent 
behaviour, claiming that since others do 
not know what they want, they cannot 
understand ... just as they are in no 
position to know or care whether a God. 


inthe Wired exists, 


In her room, Lain muses on the 
name “Tachibana General Laboratories 


models, He says that a large corporat 
like Tachibana would not deliberately 


in illegal behaviour, but there are 


Layer 08: Rumors opens with Lain saying, in 


sabota 


General Labs a major participant. 


Outside her room, Lain finds the 
second Mika continuing to decay. Mika 


struggles to speak, but cannot form 
complete word. Fear tinges her 
otherwise blank expression, Her parents 


sitat the dining table, as if waiting, their 


you do.” 


rumours, Lain identifies the rumours as 
the "seve 


h-generation protocol,” the 
new version of specifications for the 
Wired’ operation (se page 42 for more 
information) Her source explains that 
whoever defines the Wired's operations 
cantrolsits behaviour without constantly 
interfering. Big corporations are the 
primary sponsors of such R&D (and 


the Wired. Th 


Page 35 


serial ihe’ 


sequence covers the 1984 publica 
the “MJ-12 document,” all 
exposing a plot by the CIA and 
prominent officials to deal secretly with 


entraterrestrials, As the narrator 


is now widely recognized as a 
Among those accused was MIT professor 
Vannevar Bush, 


opens with the customary 
cityscape. Lain says in voice-over, “You see, if you 
really want to rid yourself of all suffering, you 
should believe that there isa God. Whether or not nets its landscape oscpied by 
you truly believe that He exists, you can be sure siatie eept for single sensory organ 
that God is always by your side.” 


Lain connects to the Wired, and 


(like eyes, ears, noses, and hands). ‘She 


asks how she could turn something that 
dl happen into something that did not 


The next scene isa documentary. green sweater, as described by the 
syle bit of historical background. On anonymous womans all for help in the The asernbled respond! Lain hasbeen in 
July 4, 1947, a peculiar arraft crashed Wired. The alien figure smiles before ~ the Wired from the moment the Wired 
in the New Mexico desert, outside disappearing. A second documentary Was Teated; one asks “How long have 


Roswell. Folklore says it wasa crashed 
UFO, but the narrator notes that 
‘conjecture has become faet, and rumor 


has become history 


Lain sts on her bed, wearing her 
bear sleep-suit, staring dejected as the 


gray” alien dressed in a bright red and 


(uuuune 
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you been here...” when she objects. It 
adds that being remembered proves 
thing exists. Another obje 


In Cyberia, Lain speaks w sill in Lain encounters 
Dj. He hand d ck to her room 
not remember dropping. It incl . stically admires her 
small circuit board stamped with the 


yo must be “ett meas 
theeneal sais Souths 


rth documentary sequence 


The second 
still narticu 

he talk 

telephone, like she is 

‘an unidentified host 


memory manipul: 
but not the details; he did 
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(Cle Che memo nc re rene eet 


The Seventh-General Protocol 
Intel wort, Las wot, rene Proto (Plays a cui lin 
allowing big neers fo operat. Pan the ancompanyng Transmission Conta, 

Proc (TCP et any comput using thn o sucess senda message fay ater 

compu hat abies by he sae standards. 


‘Belo he dereloment ol he TOP sat, every computer nt as own 
sytem orienting machines an the sfare uring on the; he ret 
approaches were fen iy compa. nh 19705, DARPA te Delerse 

-Advnci Research Poe Agony oh Une Stas goverment, ok nnrstin 

sys hat woud low ied retrs aspera ints o communica 

{ogee Theft eso he TCP sue came gerne te 1970s and 

raduly spread when pope ound wel fr thermal ees. was as 8 
20d way allo or unexpected reds lh tre. 


evn and aber standards aling the lea te ene net of 
‘ewer using TOPAP) republished in afomat own as Requests For Cones 
(RCs), RFCs ret an npn ct oh net: sl govering power 
vite authori say "isis how ts Anyone can wit an RFC, Lot of people 
to, Mostl hem sink witot a race when, under iesred exarinaton they 
sonehon prove elective, The sessile, he TCI, become deat standards 


The RFCS coven yok bp lion that packet ol data mut 
fol. Cran bts iene system ta ceed wil ober pects 
‘esa, much ke the retum aes and recipients aes on physic mal. Or 
is cover ties it wate rd when th packet shut exp ad go away tt 
«canotrath is desinaton and whet it shu apy ve cer kinds of ati. 
Fray, tees thecal piece formant al of he aor is suposed to lp 
cary, Machines treughou hele he pars ois act at ae hem an act 
if appropri, ete sed it ninth rit Grete renga it asinende for 
tem. Inti case thy gate pth inoratnreasenbing it pice by pee as the 
packets come in, inthe ed, when everyting mrs, the complet ransissn ives 
forthe ecient just ashe sender intended i 


Inter wot, version 4 he proton or Pv sth gererl sandr, can 
supper maximum ruber of intel machines hat seemed Ke pet, 
back belre mute home compu, pages wih at res, nd her such hardware 
becane cmmorpace. Sone operating systems and intel nos se, sce t 
has much ar pool aval adress, Complex schemes trans one versons 
acess ino ott th seres,n Las wor, PBs te sand, it 
woud have oe to acommodte th great many conpurs and eect eves seen 
inte stow. P7, the “seven generation prota so import eventsintesris, 
is puinventon, ut wel ound on thera of computing and nwa his. 


‘Serre hart ree olen th protocol. This ao taken from ely 
The rote spect how systems shoud tere fern kins cf dt bt 
smetes tere ae gaps. One processing syste fr example, mh recognize tet 
ti pater gata an pasar are oune wher it bcos aa. 
Aoning uses o manip th stem in ways they stole. 


‘Sect work on nwa rote ince iia teu examination of 
‘ines $2 they respond cir sors bat ranged bt sequences and 
tewing tes, alto sp tem tom destucve ptr ptf paul bind. 
The Phantom hack along pay throughout the ntr very much ke 
her epost evar eur netwak ant ty to cal and. 
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Layer 10: Love begins with the customary 
cityscape, played silently save for the hum of 
machinery. Lain and Eiri speak, but Lain’s “voice” 
comes out of Eiri’s mouth, and vice versa. Lain, 
through Eiri, asks how he can exist since he died; 
Kiri says death is merely abandoning the body. 


Lain remembers Chisa saying “I needs worshippers as well. She says, 
don't need to stay here,” Eiri boasts of “But you have them, or made them,” and 
incorporating the necessary sofware into 
10V7, but when Lain states a protocol is 


merely an agreed-upon standard, he 
ns that he hid a code within it 


much higher level. It 
nts of Eiri’s- own 


includes 
compressed mind into the very 
foundations of the Wired, so that he 
lterallyis everywhere the Wired operates. 


Lain objects that this isn't really 
godhood; Eiri agrees, saying that he 


telling her, “Just remember, you no 
longer need a body.” She angrily replies, 
That's a ie, and you know it.” but 
nobody's thereto acknowle 


Lain goes to class and finds her 
fiends fre of prio traumas. Her own 
desk is gone, ‘There is no pace for her, 
and nobody sees or acknowledges her 
Lain frantically asserts her existence 
despite the mounting evidence to the 
contrary She touches on the underlying 
truth ofthe situation when she admits 
trying to avoid do anything “werd” or 
rousing any “suspicion” in others, 
though she does not reflect on the 
implications of that, She simply 
wonders out loud if she was not meant 
to havea body 
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Alice, oF somethi 


app 
the fozen tableau of the scene, leaving 
Lain ostracised. Lain returns home 
slowly, past the shadows. pulsing with 
bloody atvty and the streets blank and 


ne is quiet, and not as 
tidily abandoned as the evening of the 
eria shooting. There are displaced 


cushions, scattered n od 


in the ref 


ator to show that people 


were there. ‘The plants in her parents) 
bedroom are dead, but their beds are 
madeand pristine. There isa flash of the 
second Mika, sitting in the backseat ofa 


past pastel blurs, repeating, 


Beep beep daaab,” lke a telephone off 
the hook 


Lain, hearing footsteps behind her 


turns to see her father, He wishes her 


Rest assured that 
Not ever. Remember, if 


ou're not alone 


you connect to the Wired, everyone will 


always thereto weleomne you. That’sthe 


back again 


sot of be 
He leaves wit 


n, Lain stands in 


tran 


the fog downtown, We hear the 


footsteps of others and see their 
T mast 


shadows; Lain repeats 


remember, fm not alone,” but in fact she 


is isolated from others. Beyond the 


powerlines, circuitry fills the sky 
‘more fundamental reality of the Wired 
her. Voices ask her what 


she wants todo, since is her world, She 
asks the identity of the Knights, since 


they made the fake version of het. The 
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The Knights 


in 1118, nine knights taking part in the Crusades petitioned the King of Jerusalem for formal recognition as an organization of warrior monks, They 
ttok oaths of poverty, chastity, and obedience ike monks, but instead of praying, farming, and pursuing the typical duties of monks, they committed 
themselves to defending pilgrims on holy routes. They would fight infidels, brigands, and other enemies as dedicated soldiers for Christ. The Knights of 
the Temple of Jerusalem, or Knights Templar, were among the bravest soldiers on the Christian side of the Crusades, and among the last to face 
inreasinaly successful Muslim counte-ofensives, 


Despite vows of personal poverty, the order gradually became rich. Affluent nobles with guy consciences made donations to the order as a show 
«good works, and because the order maintained branches throughout the routes followed by pilgrims, it could and did offer reliable letters of credit in 
‘aera before banking was generally trustworthy, The interest in this venture, the gains from estate management, and wealth from many directions 
ccumulated in the Templars’ vaults. The later generations of Templars lived very comfortably indeed, and came increasingly into confcts with the 
ovemments ofthe time. As a chartered religious order, the Templars were officially accountable only to church justice, not to secular law, 


‘The Templars developed a reputation for their unorthodox behaviour, which was certainly true in many cases, and for occult investigations and 
aga uals, which was probably true only for a handful of knights. Philp the Fair, then King of France, strung together enough accusations of Satanic 
conduct to warrant the intervention of secular power despite the Templars’ ecclesiastical postion. He ordered mass arrests, which took place in 1907. 
‘Thekings of other countries soon followed suit. Naturally, it was necessary to confiscate Templar wealth 2s part ofthe process. Trials, generally involving 
‘ooed confessions and trumped-evidence, ensued, and in 1314 the last grand master ofthe order, Jacques de Molay, died by burning atthe stake, The 
sroven history ofthe order ends with him and his colleagues perishing inthe flames. 


Inevitably, there were survivors, of course. No mass arest is ever entirely successful. From the fact that some individual Templars escaped and the 
sibility that they took some treasure with them grew the legend of well-planned fight. This notion holds that designated loyal servants carried the 
inst valuable parts ofthe Templar hoard with them to Scotland, or Canada, or (depending on the theorist) Atlantis, or Mars, or somewhere out ofthe way 
cfthe medieval French government. 


‘The Templars became mythic figures. Conspiracy theories ever since have cast the heroes or villains of the unseen world as descendants of the 
Templars, Occultists attribute the fallen order as early atheists and scientist, as magicians, and true believers against the heresies of Roman Catholicism, 
‘nd much more. Whole shelves of books present competing theories, almost all supported with specious logic applied to flimsy evidence. 


‘The Knights of the Eastern Calculus (KEC) are one of many groups, loosely linked by the principles of Freemasonry, who claim descent from the 
Templars, Some groups, like the KEC, are much more interested in philosophical and scientific speculation than others. In Lain's world, clearly 
speculation proved insufficient. 


The Templars do not always appear as scheming masterminds out to rue the world, Sometimes their schemes are more morally ambiguous. The 
Implications oftheir plan in lain — that truth can be defined (and therefore must be defined) to remove uncertainty — could point toward a better world, 
iitdidnot depend so much on the enlightened cabal forcing one way on everyone else. In other cases, the Templars appear as outright liberator, bringing 
together the wisdom of many cultures, just as in the Middle Ages they learned to understand Europe and the Middle East ake, helping overthrowing the 
forces of stagnation, Revolution itself always infics damage, but perhaps the right idealists could keep it to a minimum while maximizing the good. In at 
bast one brillant fictional use, the novel Foucault's Pendulum by Umberto Eco, the conspirators take their purpose in pat from the observations and 
(guesses of those around them, 


In essence, the Templar myth is 2 miror. Look in and you will see whoever you hope or fear runs the world looking back out .. if you stare deeply 
enough and hunt hard enough forthe unseen, 
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opens with the usual 
‘ape alternating with shots of Lain hooking 
herself very, very thoroughly into her computer. 
She wraps cables around (and into) herself while 
information cascades rapidly across display 
We see the rest of the house now 


terminals. 
definitively empty; the only signs of life are the 
bright lights shining out of her windows onto the 
dark street. 


Flashbacks of Lain's mental hunt 
foc the Knights alternate with unfolding 
characters 


nst a variety of 
backgrounds 


pure white: °No, i's 


thing as ambiguous as “memory.” On 


Layers of blue and black text: “But you re 
sill there, too, aren't you, you poor 
dupe?” and, in vivid red, “inconvenient 


Che 


va 


body.” Against gray state yielding to the 


Spe aes (eae pel 


shatter the original Mika “Lain is Lain.” 


eS 


Lain recalls the Cybera shooting, the 
colors unnaturally intensified and the 
action slowed. The cityscape unfolds at 
faster than usual pace, people and cars 
ake diss 


to sketchy forms, Chis 


says, “I wish you'd come here,” while 


(Galalalee 


hhanging onto the railing, Lain now 
watching as an observer of the moment, 
As Chisa lets go, a textbook-like 
dissertation on artificial life and its 
potential philosophical consequences 
dashes past the screen, disappearing as 
Lain walks home with Chist (as Chisa 


imagesof the peopl Lan’sencounteredon ticker interspersed with shots of the 
her way t0 “awakening”: family, J, the second Mika 

delivery man (and theresa quickinsert of 
an ad inspired by Apple Computer that 
reads “Think up differen’), Professor 
Hodgson, the men in black and their oss, 


the boy who shot the kindergartener, and 


Nezumi the deluded stret wanderer. An 
recalled inher orignal postmortem © jawe the second version of er ater 
ai. Chia’ “I don't need to stay here ganna 


comment writhes on the pastel 


nothing at all,” 


repeats several times from different anges. 


background. Then there isa cascade of 
Lai recalls the tran accident early 
on, when she used her powers 
unvitingly, and being kissed by Ta 
and the KLLD.s explosion, and other 
instances of her true nature manifest 
Everyone who played a part in fore 


A news segment reports that her understanding appear agai 
Tachibana General Labs has announced including her other, crue self 


mapping the human genome, the news 


All of Alice's expressions of 
concern, doubt, trust, friendship, and 
fear unfold nest; Lain expresses her own 


changing selfawareness through Alice 


The usual Navi displays are replaced by 
handwritten texts: “Alice LOVE need 


you...” and *A loving heart is searching 
for you." The blues guitar piece that 
accompanied all these scenes now stop 


as does the flashback, 


ne 


yiou might ft 
We the only abe 


Layer 12: Landscape opens in standard 
ity of the 
world and how she was “over-thinking” the 
issues. The world is not as frightening as she 
believed. It was all so easy. An older woman's 
voice says, “See, I told you it would be.” 


Alice sits glumly 
Lain, julie, and Reika 
Lain smiles 


fashion. Lain talks about the simpli 


watching 
few desks 
d Alice's 


(beria again stands empty apart 
from Taro and his friends, with J} 


d. Taro wears 
g something that 


eld receives a 


should just rewrite bad 


There isa burst of the blue static 


ahers, hence all the rumours 
she 


here weren't multiple versions 
inside many 
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‘could well be th prior sene with Lin's 
‘explanation; Taro tells his fiends, “Ijust 
kissed an angel. 


almost 
skyscrapers n 
looking towers seem 
than built, Multitudes of voices murmur 
Lain’s ame, The blue staie flares again 


= HW 
witha matured, saddened Lan staring 
out. A igh distorted newscast replaces 
the stati The news anchor’ ace dit 
agains a shiting bacground; he sys, 
“Protocol 7 is expected to allow the 


seamless sharing of information, 
information that wil be shared between 
the Wired and the real world. And now, 
the following information” He adopts a 
‘maniacal grin and repeats, “Let's all love 
Lain! Let’ all love Lain!” The blue static 
and Lain’ face ends is outburst. 


limits. “Ith 
it's meaningless” The city takes on a 


nformation isn't shared, 


schematic look, with wire-frame 
renderings of people and structural 
views of the buildings visible beneath 


their exterior Then shadows 


give way to circuitry, along building walls 


Against the backdrop of his suicide 
scene and a succession of urbanscapes, 


Eiri explains that each function of the as well asin the sky. “Or 


ginaly, people 


human body is purely mechanical, were connected to each other. All Tve 
capable of duplication by appropriate done is return things to the way they 
machinery. Evolution depends on once were, ‘That’ in essence what you 
‘overcoming them and allowing new have done, Lain, haven't you? You can do 
information to express itself without anything you want to?” 


A contented Lain stands on her 
sidewalk, looking out at the city. The 
scene shilfis to an underground parking 
ge. The men in black it in thei ca, 
trying to make sense of recent evens 
Karl believes their client has been 
dealing with Eiri, or may even be Ei 
The other objects that it is dea, to 
which Karl says whether he had a body 
scarcely matters at this point, The 
Tachibana man drives up and deliversa 


suitease full of money, 


black says, “Youve been using us all 


The Tachibana exec smiles 


cynically and replies, “You can interpret 
itany way you like 


Karl asks where can they go, Their 
boss answers, *.. place that has no 


power lines or any satellite cover 
such 


When his partner objects that 


4 70 eel nee 


> 


ace exists, the boss replies, *.. you'd 
ted finding a place like 
Karl asks they plan to 
accomplish by joining the Wired and the 
iid. “Something absolutely 
wonderful. I'm looking forward to it, 


st before driving off. 


The pony-taled man in black 
lethal co His partner 
zooms in on the dying man’s eye 


ulsions 


sees a distant image of Lain, Karl then 
sees a blurry figure approaching through 
the garage. It is not visible to normal 

ht, ony in his optics, but the image is 
interspersed with flashes of Lain sister 
Mika, and the assassinated Knight's 
members. The scene ends with Karl’ 
tortured seream. 


Alice stands outside Lain’s home, 
Nobody answers the doorbell, so she 


lets herself in. The downstairs is 
thoroughly vandalized with paint 
splashes (and perhaps blood, furniture 


broken, plants scattered, the contents of 


shelves strewn wildly. 
rmist ills the hallway 


A foulsmelling 
Atthe top ofthe 
stairs, an image of the second M 
continues her mindless imperso 
of a phone off the hook before 
Alice, sobbing, barely 


‘manages to reach Lain’s room, 


‘The mass of computers is even 

‘more comples, with huge floor-to-ceiling 

of unknown purpose. Lain 

es from a jumble of wires and 

startles Alice badly. Alice blurts out that 
had been going cr 

why Lain lft her 


she thought s 
and demands to 
ible memories ita ging 


explains that Alice was always her closest 
fiend, “even without connecting.” This 
disturbs Alice gr 


Lain says she restored the original 
iple once shared. She 
it doesn’t matter 


connections al 
explains how * 

hether this side or the other side is 
real." L 
program to destroy the barrier 
separating the Wired from the real 


existed in both of them as a 


Tose Summany 
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world.” 
including Alice 


Lain adds that every 
are really just 
applications. Alice touches Lain. “You're 
wrong.” she says, “You're alive, Lain.” 
hhand on her chest, so 


her heart beating. 


She places Lain 
that they can both 
They share a laugh before Alice admits 
her fear. 


Eiri floats behind Lain, saying Alice 
body. Sinceall 
emotions are merely electrical activity, 
however, it is possible to select the 


isonly afraid of losin 


positive emotions and eliminate the 


others. Alice cannot see Eiri until he 
stretches out a hand for Lain; she then 
sees the disembodied hand, and panics. 
Lain questions Eiri, She start 
mentioning how he removed the 
necessity for peripheral devices to 


connect to the Wired: he agrees these 


were once necessary steps in human 
evolution toward online freedom rather 
than ends in themselves, Lain then asks 
what made it possible for him to create 
and insert his resonance-exploiting code 
“Did you honestly come up with these 


yoQuwere Of M 


and aati gor 


Eiri immediately understands her 


point, demandi ou trying to tll 

there's been a God all along?” She 
answers it does not matter: without a 
body, Eiri could never understand the 
totality of the human experience. He 
shouts that he is omnipotent, having 


created Lain and 
quickly retort, 


ing her an ego. She 
0 if that is true about 
at about you?” He rages, “Tim 
different!” With an angry shout, he 
assembles a grey body and orga 
seemingly from the eter, through sheer 
force of wil. It is not very successful 
The bo 
sprouting shortives 


writhes and contor 
limbs and organ 
constantly folding back upon itself. It 
sembles a strug 


and misshapen limbs. 


ing mass of tumours 


Lain calmly explains thatthe Wired 
is not an upper layer of the real wor 

Eiri was omnipotent within it, but he was 
only standing in for someone else 
Wired to achieve its 


“You were only an acting 


waiting for t 
God.” The monstrous manifestation 
\wraps Alice and Lain in tentacles and 
starts erushing them while Lain hurls 
clectronic devices into its mass, The 
«episode ends with the girls staring at the 
crushed remains of Eiri’: shortived 
body, buried beneath the rubble of 
computers 


Serial exp@riments 


oe Ee! 


the situation 


begins with the blue static and 
Lain’s face. She says, “I guess that I'm confused 
again. Am I here or am I there? ... Over there, I'm 
everywhere ... But here is connected to over there 
.» But then where is the real me, after all is said 
and done? Oh! There is no real me ... I only exist 


inside those people aware of my existence. But 
what about this me that I can hear talking right 
now? It’s me, isn’t it? This me that’s talking. Who 
is it? Who's me?” 


The final moments of the previous 
sade repeat, with Eis distorted bod) 
atacking Alice and Lain before b 


Feomputers crushes him, Alice qi 


and accidentally cuts Lain’ 
release, Lain 


of her mistakes ancl 
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The scene shifts to the exterior of 
the Iwaku 
fill the 
opens, 


blood and splotches 


ly emerges. 
her parents eat a typical 
‘unmarred by the previous tr 


confusion, Mr. Iwakura pauses for a 


He says, “Hey. 
him, ‘Nab, it’s nothing,” he 


decides. Lain’ spot on the train is empty 


emembener 
woven happese ¢ 


a." Th 
1 didn't 


it. The delivery b 


The citys 
letters appear 
never happened, 
record, You just 
record.” Lain’ voi 


Ce 


Ui 


blue static and 
ds, "Present 


Blue static follow 


pening cityscapes. Normal 


urban sounds ill the seene. There are no 


beneath this 


Lain stands alone on a foggy street 


ofthe empty city sobbing. “Why are you 


“Because 


nvm voice asks, 
you deleted yourself 
But isn 


guess.” The other presses on 
with a cheery smile, “And don't forget 


that dead people's information is no 
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longer existed, Lain wonders who and 
where she i, if nobody remembers her 
As the two Lains converse, the point of 
view pulls back to show the city covered 


needs to be anywhere,” 


mechanical, a5 if coming out throogh wi bine dome of ight and al, on a 


cheap speakers;shesays,"Thisisthe way WHT ise ane 01 Ta en 


you wanted it to be, isnt?” 


a 


floating in a completely black void (ee 
The Dome" on page 76 for more about 
this) The second Lain points out that 
information’ very nature is to be in 


1. 


» @ 


The original Lain says that her 
other self sounds just like “him.” The 
second Lain dismisses the thought 


pointing out that that version of Eiri no 
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system, They merely tapped in 


fist Lain wonders 


Do you believe n 


toknow that?” 


CG 


the second Lain descr 


5, Whi 


in the collective 


twas the Wired 


fe to connect to?” The other answer 


their 


everything. The frst Lan says, ‘Wr 


The second o 
would be much 
would ever I 
ju 
the first Lain to 


shouts, “Eno 
like a ca 


ment on her, or hate her. She wants 


Lain freezes 


nd 


Vanishes into static, leaving Lain entirely 
alone ina pool of water in the midst of a 
black 
her, and her father says, “Come, Lain, 


She is suddenly dressed in her bear suit 


tells her she does not have to wear the 
suit again, She struggles to say that she 
loves everyone, but he completes het 
thought, He speaks cheeriy of teatime 


snacks while she sobs. 


younger 
Ung 


The evening cityscapes appear 


gain in skewed colours. Lain speaks in 


ice-over, “So memories aren't only of 


the past, are they? They can be of righ 


Now, oF even tomorrow.” A grown Alice 


and her boyfriend walk down the street. 
She looks up and sees Lan standing on a 


ge. Alice does not 


pedestrian brid 
recognize Lain consciously but feels 
drawn to her nonetheless; she leaves het 


boyfriend for a moment to 
Lain. Alice wonders if Lain might be a 
tudent in the school where Alice was 
student-teaching. Lain greets her 
pleasantly, with a touch of familiarity 
The boyfriend comes up, and Alice tells 
him, *T thought she was someone es 
To Lain she says, “You never know, we 
might run into each o 
omeday.” Lain waves as th 
We 


other anytime.” She is suddenly alone on 


the crosswalk (apparently, the same on 


from the opening sequences), staring 
down at an empty city 


The blue static returns a final time 
Lain says, “I promise you TU aways be 
right here. Ii always be right next to you 
forever.” The clouds roll past the power 
line 


ight, and the end credits play. 


ScRIP# RANGE AGH Ay 


great many programmers, and real 
world history shows that would be clever 
insertions almost always impair the 
efficiency or reliability ofthe rst (thre 
are some famous exceptions, but not 


many), Eiri was willing to risk everyone 
cde’ work forthe sake of his, and shows 
no sign of even having considered the 
possibilities. This is one possibility 


Then again, given the Tachiban 
boss's awareness of the crumbling 
barrier, it is feasible Tachibana knew of 
Eir’s plan, and even sanctioned it 
without telling him. ‘They might have 
figured they would allow Eiri to bring his 


plan to fruition, then assume cont 
over the project and its rests. 


suicide, however, must have come as 2 
surprise since Eiri did not kill himsefin 
a controlled setting, Surely Tachibana 


would have wanted to supervise Firs 


own “God,” Because oft 
iris suicide, itis possible Tac 
knew about the hidden 


subversive nature, but did n 


planned to eleva 
digital god. The series does not show the 
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Julie (Jurie) 


The audiences fist encounter with Jule isin Layer OF, while she sits at her 
desk erying over Chis's email. Both immediate and subsequent impressions 
indicate that Julies perhaps the follower ofthe group, and the most emotionally 
fragile While good-natured (as shown by her concern for Alice through her see 
mail, Julie seems to follow Reika’s lead, perhaps exemplifying Lan's observation 
that people only exist in the memories of others; ule often mirrors Reik’s mood 
and temperament. ‘The only times the audience sees Julie acting of her own 
accord isin her sympathetic message to Alice, and her waterworks following 
CChisa’s ema. In both instances, Julie appears perhaps overly sensitive or even 
melodramatic. Whether these ae attention grabbing ploys or simply indicative 
‘ofa sheltered, even naive nature remains unclear. 


Reika 


From the beginning, Reika demonstrates a no nonsense and tough mien, 
Little fares her fagade, and her reactions sometimes border on cold-hearted 
Reika’s presence indicates she is possibly the leader of her group, ora least the 
‘one who drags them offto more adventurous sortisin places ike Cybera. Stl 
Reika hardly ifeverchasises Alice or Jule, perhaps demonstrating an unspoken 
fondness for her two closest friends. Thisissubily evident when Rika, who has 
proven her willingness to gossip earlier, scowls at Lain after Alic’s secret crush, 
and possible afar with a teacher, comes to the public fore. This indicates that 
‘despite her wilder side, Reika sill has scruples when they apply to her friends 
Unfortunately, before the two resets, Lain isnot truly a friend, and Reika only 
tolerates her presence because Alice wants her along. 


Men in Black 


Until Lain builds her massive tiber-NAVI, the two men in black (MIBs) are 
perhaps the most overt display of “cyberpunk” and near-future technology 
through their“mecha gogaes.” As forthe duo themselves, the series definitively 
establishes them as troubleshooters and mercenaries for hie, Thismakes sense 
for reputable companies like Tachibana General Labs, which may want to 
distance themselves from corporate espionage and wetworks assassination, ike 
‘when the two MIBs kill sspected Knights) by hiring outsiders 


The audience ses the bearded man in black, ater identified as Kar, as early 
as Layer 02, though without his goggles. He appears unhinged, a situation he does 
not remedy by staring at Lain with a sense of desperation or longing, Karl claims 
to love Lain, though, and may in fact have known her longer than she has known 
herself Its possible he delivered Lain to her “family” in Layer 09, Fthisis true, 
then it adds another laye tothe lies and red herrings dropped throaghout the 
stow. Masami fir did eeat Lain, and the MIBs delivered her to the vakuras, 
then that would establish a definitive te between Eiri and Tachibana even afer 
iris death. That sid, the two MIBsare obviously dedicated to their duties. They 
relumn to monitoring Lain even after she breaks the shorter man's gogeles with 
justa thought, and Karl stil follows procedure eventhough it eventually means 
removing Lains influence fom the Wired. Karl claimed to love Lain, but does 
anything supersede that belief? His duty? His reward? The audience may never 
Know since the two men die horribly at the hands of Wired assailants 


Taro 


Young, savvy, and cocky, Tato is the nexus of his clique (which includes 
Myu-Myu and Masayuki), He is aso on the periphery of the Knights, deep 
‘novgh to know about certain agendas, but not involved enough forthe MIB to 
miter, A regular patron of Cyberia, Tar is exceedingly intelligent for someone 
so young, and fully familiar with elements ofthe Wired; he is also competitive to 
the point of being audacious, It is unclear whether Taro is actually in love with 
Lain, ot fels.a need to prove his own ability by showing off to someone of her 
stature. Regardless the fact that afer the reset he sil ses an image of Lain 
means that possibly the two established a meaningful connection on some level 
Itisnotas deep ora intimate as ain’s relationship with her father or with Alice, 
but tis noteworthy nonetheless. 


Masayuki 


Like MyueMyu, the gangly Masayuki plays second fiddle to Tao; itis 
obvious he is exceedingly proficient with Wired-elated technology (enoigh to 
‘now how to install a Psyche chip), though he is probably not aswell versed as 
Taro, Hedoes not have any visible equipment, ke goggle or portable NAVI-gun, 
so he might have learned all he knows through his friend, Masayuki obviously 
idolies Taro in some fashion, but not to Myu-Myu’s degre, He acts more laid 
back and nonchalant, though Myu+Myu's ploy to exclude him bothers him on 
some level 


Myu-Myu 


The series does ttle to establish Myu-Myu's character save for her general 
inclinations. It is uncertain whether she possesses a high degree of computer 
Skills or ability, but her comments to Lain at their first meeting indicates some 
familiarity with the Wired and the basic operations ofthe NAVI. MyurMyu isin 
love with Taro, that much is certain, but she displays typical chikike jealousy in 
trying to winhisatention, She even resorts to cruelty, teling Masayuki that Taro 


barely tolerates his presence in an obvious ploy to heep Taro to herself. Taro is 
‘well aware of MyurMyu's feelings for him, but it i uncertain if he keeps her 
round asa fiend, or because he enjoys being the centre of attention 


St Exvancas Cancrees 


Sit Expuncars Canmcrets 


Professor Hodgeson 


A minor character with significant 


npact on the series, Hodgeson is a 
villain of sorts under his nom da guerre, the child-iler scientist, Whatever is 
happening in Serial Experiments ai, Professor Hodgeson isa precursor tt al 
Fifteen years ago, he headed the Kensington Experiment, whereby complex 
machinery called the K.LD.S, system converted weak electrom 
frown the brains of children through collectors called Outer Receptor, Hodgeson 
was attempt 


tic waves 


o pool the relatively weak Ps energies present in most kids, but 
apparently the storage method proved inadequate ad there wasan explosion of 
svn kind that resulted in fatalities. The professor destroyed K.LDS. afterwards, 
but somehow his schematics found their way into the Wired, where someone 
{presumably Eiri applied them to amvesikePhantoma 


Professor Hodge 


n is an enigma, perhaps more so that most other 
characters. He recognizes Lain’s power, and even remarks he did not expect her 
to be so lifelike, Whether he means her appe 


ance as a construct or her 


‘manifestation in the Wired remains unknow 
that Hodgeson, like Lain, is fully manifest unlike most users who ean only 
manage ears or a mouth. Sill he i an old man wating to de, though he 


Tisinteresting to note, how 


demonstrates regret for the children’s deaths, but not actual sorrow. ‘They were 
‘a means toan end, and they satisfied a certain scientific curiosity 


lezumi 


Another minor eharater who earns brief notice in the series, Nezun isa 
weasellike individual desperate to join the Knights. He displays some 
‘mechanical aptitude through his contraptions and VR-goggls, navigating the 
strets ike he is navigating the Wired. By all appearances, however, Nez is 
also unhinged and, sadly, a loser. He appears fanatical, almost frantic in his 


«armest to join the Knights and desperately wants to play Phantoms, though his, 
appeals sem pathetic, His comment leads the audience to wonderifthese 
are specifically geared towards children because of their potential Psi ability 
Regardless, his overenthusiastic petitions earn him the attention of the three 
Knights (the business man, Shou's mother, and the heavyset player), who 
apparently kill him for his efforts, 


JJ 


J), Cyberia’s resident DJ, remains @ mystery. He seems friendly and has 
never done anything untoward, but the Knights are using Cyberia’s musie and 
light show to alter people's memories. In all likelihood, however, J) remains 


unavare ofthe situation, He only knows the one wild Lain, and seems mystified 
fer Lain conununicates with him remotely. Heis Wire-savvy by his response to 
Lain concerning Phantoma and the Knights, but aside from that, he appears a 
simple DJ raver with an eye on good times. His story is one that requires no 
epilogue or alteration by story’s end, He remains unaflected, which possibly 
sist hisroein the seriesas nothing more than a plot device for information 
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Lain's World 


The series never provides a framework more detailed than the opening 
assertion of “present day, present time,” and the mocking laughter that follows it 
atthe start ofeach episode becomes increasingly appropriate 


Some aspects of Lin's world are firmly established as props created to shape 
her experince asa human being. The disembodied Eiri arranged a family and home 
fe Lain’ physical self, and either Eiri or Lain’s preexisting Wired personality 
(pessonaltes) manipulated events guiding the physical Lain toward an awareness 
herenie existence. The brief limps in Layer 13 of he city adrift the void rises 
the possiblity that everything shown as part of physical reality isalso a prop just as 
Lain atone point builds a model of her computer inher ming (in Layer 1), s0 too 
paps Eiri or the Wired Lain created an entire environment, not just pieces of it 


In this extreme case, the world around Lain may reflect the physical world 
that Eiri left behind, or may not. Professor Hodgeson’s story of the K.LDS. 
experiment and the complex tangle of historical influences described in Layer 09 
Seem true, inthe sense of explaining the world in which Lain moves. Ifthe world 
itself isa prop, then Eiris own background may be very diferent from what his 
tunwitting minions tell Lain. On the other hand, that glimpse of extreme 
Separation does not happenin isolation, Throughout the series, as early as Layer 
(2, various characters, in addition to Lain, appear alone in pools of light in the 
midst of empty darkness, and in these cases it is clearly a matter of illustration 
style projecting an emotional tate into visual terms. 


Dase 13 


Scant Cavcninanrs 


Blaces 


Lain spends most 


her time in the real world Gi it i real) in mundane 
locations: her home the route to and from schoo, schoo isl, social hangouts for 
teenage girls, the streets, Apart from a few glimpses of ominous, gothic buildings 
behind conventional skyscrapers, there is nothing particularly dramatic about 
‘mos of this, Its simply the setting for characters to interact andthe lower levels 


tobe trampled while the Wired bleeds into the real world 


School 


Like Lain’ home, her school is sterile and lacking in evidence ofan active 


student body except for the students themselves. By appearances, there are no 
extra-curricular activities or clubs except for personal interactions. With the 
rare exception it almost seems as though students and teachers do not mis, 
though many of the gins seem fiiendly towards one another. Otherwise the 
school is painfully nondescript, from the classrooms facing the corridor 
windows that look outside, 10 the near monotonous march of uniformed 


students to and from class. Throughout the series this environment appears 
contrived, a situation not helped by Lain’s perceptions involving the dissolution 
fer fellow students into shadows 
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elaborate gear,oreannot: Laterthe changes expand. 
io indlude minds aniddeven temories; it remains an- oper = 

sstion whether. sipethingsaetually. happened if nobody" 
r= may Of the Series, Lain wipes out he YY 
igiiecessary: forft itto come intobeing, es 


4 
a 
host family caries onseasonably 3s wwithouther, as dosher fi . 
at school and Ujdse she encountered: at Cyberid. “The city: me . 


largely unchanged until the crucial moment when the camera pulls backTo at 
reveal city floatingion-a small rock in the middle ofmowhere. 


The audience knows by the last couple of ayers that the physical reality of the’ series” beginhing’has been extensively 
modified. Eiri made whatever changes he deemed necessary to guide Lain toward selFawareness. Lain herself modifies the 
world, first unconsciously and then deliberately. Her changes become more and more sweeping. 


Up until that one glimpse of the domed city, however, the show has always suggested that its events take place on Earth, © 
albeit an edited homeworld. For the moment of that glimpse, at least, the audience knows that is not true. The rest of the 
world has vanished, perhaps to return, perhaps not, There are several possible explanations, 


‘The most drasticis thatthe entire series took place on this city-sized asteroid. Eiri and his subroutines and henchmen 
forgedireferencesto events elsewhere to preserve a satisfying illusion, but we never saw Barth at anytime, Perhapsthere was 
“an Barthron-which he could base the construct, or perhaps not: all of Earth and history could be part ofthe stage dressing. 


Le 


Somewhat less drastically, perhaps the show began on Earth but moved to isolation (presumably through Eiri 
interyention) when Lain’s powers gained great strength. Alternatively, after she saw the terrible power of the K.LD.ssjstem, she 
may have created the asteroid city en for herself, so that even if she lost total control she would not destroy the planet. 


Another option more in line with the series' theme is that the city is an advanced manifestation of the Wired without 
Biri’s hidden protocols affecting 1Pv7. ‘Thus, nobody except Lain can access this graveyard of sorts, or perhaps only she 
manifest this completely, It might serve as a place where memories go when forgotten, or Lain exiled herself within this 
empty world, This certainly seems plausible from the opening credits, where the audience never sees Lain interacting with 
anyone directly. Instead, she is either completely alone in a deserted city, or she isan image on a computer/television screen, 


Finally, perhaps the domed city is just an early stage in the new Earth. Lain started with what was closest and. 
important to her, and will fill the rest when she can. Her late inclination to explore past the boundaries of the present 
‘moment suggests the willingness to provide a world as full and rich as possible, capable of growth and surprise. She h 
godlike power, but not godlike pride: she specifically resisted that part of her soul which wants to rule, in favour of obser 
and participating as her most limited, physical self The:dome may be a step in replenishing the world just 
encounter with future liceiastepin renewing her own humanity. In ine, perhaps both will develop further. — 


If the promise of connection is true, then someday that world may have to be big enough forall the hopes a 


fullness of time: 


( 


Organizations 


Anti-VEGF 


Humanized Monoclonal Antibody 


(blood-vessel growth) 
that may hinder the growth of cancer tumors 
by starving their blood supply. Genentech is 
investigating this antibody in Phase TI. 


Nano Mechanism A-12 
‘Vascular endothelial growth factor 


(VEGF) is a natural protein that promotes angiogenesis (blood vessel growth). 
VEGE could potentially benefit patients who have a heart that is functioning but 
hhas a blocked blood supply due to artheriosclerotic coronar. 


Accela — BESM RPG Information 


Accela is the most distinctive recreational product of Lain's world. 
‘As an observer in the Wired says, "it's not exactly a drug." In fact, 
Accela is a pill-sized piece of machinery that oscillates at a specific 
frequency, causing the body to natural produce a natural hormone. 

It comes packaged in a gel capsule, giving it an indefinite shelf life 

and making it easier to transport around given its tiny size. Accela 
boosts the user's Mind Stat by 2 to 12 (roll two dice to determine the 
increase), and gives the user the Attribute Heightened Awareness 

Level 2, but only in relation to the Body Stat. This augmentation applies 
specifically to matters involving speed of response and thought: it 
provides the user faster reflexes and the ability to work through puzzles 
more quickly, but does not provide boosted strength, innate intelligence, 
or other aspects entailed in those Stat increases. These benefits come 

ata fairly steep cost. The Accela user's resistance to psychic assault, 
through mental powers, Wired manipulation, and the like, is at a +3 

dice roll penalty. In short, he or she appears more susceptible to 
suggestions or coercion. The Accela hormone is most active for 24 
hours (before the body’s digestive juices destroy the A-12 nanobot), 
during which time the user suffers the Awkward and Easily Distracted 
Defects at | BP each. The GM assigns a trigger for Easily Distracted 
based on the character's history and personality. After the drug wears 
off, the user might suffer from Recurring Nightmares in the form of 
hallucinations. This lasts for as long as the Game Master deems 
appropriate. One dose of Accela is a Minor Item of Personal Gear. 


The rules presented here have little to do with compute logistics inthe rel world. They are concerned withthe tional technology of Serial Experiments lain, 


The Wired operates on two distinct levels: Usi 


Using the Wired 


This is how most 


the Wired and Being There. 


le interact with the Wired. In game terms, characters use the Computers Skill to accomplish tasks. Other Skills, such as Electronics, 
Police Sciences, Stealth, et, may provide dice all bonuses as secondary Skil, f the Game Master (GM) deems this appropriate. 


The key question about using computers during a game is not simply "Can we do this” but “Can we do this in time to save the day?” IF the characters are 
searching for information about the Knights (or ifthey are Knights trying to discover who isafter them), for instance, thy can usually dot, sooner or later, When 
they face unknown assailants closing in, however, they want their answers right away, and that isan uncertain matter. 


The GM should use the degree of success to provide some detail beyond “yes, youl eventually get the answer” or “sorry youl have to try something ese.” 
(Ona marginal success, the task ion works, but it may take days to produce the data, compile the program, detect all the open ports, or do whatever itis 
the character is trying to accomplish that time. On a minor success perhaps it works ina few hours. On a major success, it works in minutes. On an extreme 
jucess, it works within a few seconds, possibly about as quickly as the player can state the desired goal. 


For the proper subgenre fee, the GM should apply bonuses for clever and appropriate descriptions. It is not necessary for these descriptions to make any 
technical sens; it is important they evoke the right atmosphere, Ina game with government espionage, “classification” and “inter-agency contact point” are good 
buzzwords, while in a cyberpunk:-predominant setting terms like "stacked memory” and “multi-tiered encryption node” come into play, Computers in Lin's world 
clearly benefits from the invocation of “next generation,” “protocl,” and “full access.” It helps, therefore, to say, “My character applies that pointer fron her old 
id about a back door subroutine in the telephone access protocol,” fone wishes to probe the Wired, The ist of buzzwords varies from one particular setting 


the next, Game Masters can compilea list of appropriate terms that appl to ther setting by watching the relevant source material. Anything that many characters 


refer to earnestly counts fr this purpose. For Serial Experiments lun, his might include protools, Navi, Phantoma, PK, plugs, carbon coolant systems, oie 
recognition, barrier, Knights, e-mail, processor, motherboard, volatile memory, v7 firewalls, Ministry of Information Control, et 


Dramatically, the most interesting computer challenges pt the hacker against an 
active target, whether it isan opponent currently online, self-aware defenses, 

or simply welkplanned security. Degree of success is 

important when it is time to make rolls, but rolls are 
ot necessary to build tension (they sometimes even 
detract from it). To be fair, the GM should make 
some notes about the antagonists strategy in 
advance. Not everything needs tobe pinned down 
this way, just enough to make it clear whatisand 

d before the player goes to work. 


rr describesastrategy ofhisor 
her own, drawing in appropriate 

buzzwords for atmosphere and 
supplying suitable details 


Plans that exploit weak points in their opponents’ defenses enjoy increased success, whether the GM rolls or simply provides suitable descriptions, while 
plans that run up agains well prepared fortifications do not work so well The important thing sto build the sense that the characters are engaged with specific 
fgets rather than abstract difcu 


Note thatthe flowchart of actions in combat round (BESOM, page 202) applies very well to thissorof non-combat dramatic engagement too. The principle 
sfthrust and counterthrustis the same eventhough the damage fs measured in firewall integrity and account balances rather than stitches and lost pints food, 
Aso note thatthe system of prepared defense compared to description of intrusion works when it s the characters on the defensive. The GM needs to preserve 
proper objectivity, keeping in mind that NPCs do not review the players’ nots. 


Being There 


Beyond users at terminals, beyond consensual hallucinations and multisensory simulations, there isan entirely separate realm of computer engagement 
amallable to a chosen few. In game mechanic terms, fll immersion of a characte’ viewpoint and consciousness into the Wired works very mach lke magic 
especialy in ain where Wired effects sometimes translate into the real world (like manifesting a Phantoma gun and opening fire). The rules for paranormal and 
inagial activity presented in BESM work well for this purpose. 


Computers providing immersive acess produce result lke those of Astral Projection. Ifcharacter must “physically” passthrough each space ofthe network 
tniverse to reach somewhere, use Astral Projection, Fight, and other movement powers, while direc transfer from one net address to another uses Teleportation, 
Dimensional Portals and Places of Power cover the cyberspace manifestations of particularly intresting locations; Dimensional Portals may apply to places found 
only onlin (like Hodgeson’s Italian villa balcony), while Places of Power exston both sides ofthe digital divide (possibly Cyeria, for example, 


Vir infections and parasitical software use Contamination. Electronic Counter-Measures act like Force Fields in limiting movement and sensory activity 
Exorcism targets the subject's connection between the Wired and his or her physical existence, leaving behind (depending on the Exorcism’ sucess) data and 
detached software to examine without requiring the user's permission, 


Good hackers assemble ther tools ofthe trade using the guidelines given for Magic, building software (and the supporting hardware) that treats the Wired 
asa eal bt highly malleable environment. Master hackers, rogue artificial intelligences, and other great lords ofthe Wired world use Dynamic Sorcery 


The names and appearance of things convey much ofthe game's atmosphere. Inthe casi eyberpunk story, True 
of the net realm is classic fantasy, complete with dragons and wizard, while data manipulation happens mostly in users’ subconscious. More commonly, 
cyberspace features its own environment, full of vivid geometric forms and animated structures that do not closely mimic anything in reality. In Lin's word, the 
Wired combines purely abstract backgrounds for sound:only interactions with increasingly realistic pocket realms, Occasionally, games like Phantoma or arc 
celshaded fantasy game shape the surroundings, creating a wildly diverse environment. The GM can vary the style of cyberspace from one area to the next: many 
programmers and users all contribute to its definition, so there i always room for something new 


fames, by Vernor Vinge, the visible ayer 


‘Some sample Wired-style names for existing Attributes: 


Astral Projection Interfacing, Ondine leon 
Contamination Virus Attack, Worm Re-Programmin 
Dimensional Portal Subnet Access Node 

Dynamic Sorcery Master Hacking FullAccess Immersion 
Exorcism Disconnection 

Tnsubstantal Encrypted 

Item of Power Custom Hardware/Software 

Magic Hacking 

Reincarnation Backup & Respawn, 

Servant Utility 


Swarm Distributed Process 
Transmutation Parameter Redef 


ion, Non Volatile Memory Cache 


Mecha as supporting software and hardware fits some settings and not others. There is nothing like them in Lain’s Wired, for instance, but they would be 
‘very appropriate in a game witha highly evolved cyberspace like the one in True Names. The GM has fina say on this mater. In settings that do not use mecha, 
build special tools with Item of Power, Armour, and other individuab-artfat guidelines. In some cases it may be appropriate to handle highly sophisticated but 
ities) with “Own a Small Mecha’ and restrictions onthe size-dependent Attributes 


‘compact artifical intelligences (and other exotic e 


The nature of combat in cyberspace also varies depending on the setting. In most cases, the Mind Combat rules in BESM (Page 231) should apply. If, 
however, the digital environment makes use of prosthetic feedback and other ways of drawing on the users physical form, than it is exotic but nonetheless Body 
based combat. Finally, characters existing purely within the electronic environment should ue a form of Soul combat. 


en, ey, ee 


tan 


Tervamercat 


Lain UFG Arraipures/Sxiuus/ Derecrs 


APPROPRIATE ATTRIBUTES. 


Appearance 
Art of Distraction 
Astral Projection 
Aura of Command 
Contamination 
Damn Healthy! 
Dimensional Portal 


APPROPRIATE ATTRIBUTES 
Magic 

Mechanical Genius 

Mind Control 

Mind Shield 
Organizational Ties 
Personal Gear 


Place of Power 


Divine Relationship Precogaition 
Dynamic Sorcery Regeneration 
Hectronic Counter- Measures Reincarnation 
Energy Bonus Sensors 
Exorcism Servant 
Flight Shield 
Flunkies Sixth Sense 


Focused Damage 
Force Field 

Gun Bunny 

Healing 

Heightened Awareness 
Heightened Senses 
Highly Skilled 

lusion 

Insubstantial 
Invisibility 

Item of Power 

Light Armour 


SKILL 
Acrobatics 

Animal Training 
Architecture 
Artisan 

Biological Sciences 
Boating 
Burglary 
Business M: 
Computers 
Con 


led Breathing 
Cooking 

Cultural Ans 
Demolitions 

Disguise 

Driving 

Blectr 
Forgery 
Gaming 
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Special Defense 
Special Movement 
Speed 

Spirit Ward 
Stealth 
Swarm 
Telepathy 
Teleport 
Transmut 


Unique Character Attribute 
Weapon Attack 


Cost KILL 
Interrogation 
Intimidation 

2 law 

1 Linguistics 

3 Mechanics 

1 Medical 

2 Miltary Sciences 
Navigation 
Performing Arts 


1 Physical Sciences 
1 Piloting 

Poisons 

Police Sciences 
Riding 
Seduction 
Sleight of Hand 


3 Social Sciences 
1 Sports 
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AppaopataTe DEFECTS 
Ageism 

Attack Restriction 
Awkward 

Cannot Talk 
Conditional Ownership 


Easily Distracted 
Girl/Guy Magnet 
Inept Combat 

Magical Restrictions 
Marked 

Nemesis 

Not So Fast 

Not So Strong 

Not So Tough 
Owned by a Megacorp 
Physically Unappealing 
Phobia 


Red Tape 
Restricted Path 
Sensory Impairment 
Significant Other 


Skeleton in the Closet 
Special Requirement 
Unique Character Defect 
Unskiled 

Vulnerability 

Wanted 


Stealth 
Swim 
Urban Tracking 


Visual Arts 
Wilderness Survival 
Wilderness Tracking 
Writing 


Compar SxiLL 
Archery 
Gan Combat 


Heavy Weapons 
Melee Attack 
Melee Defense 
Ranged Defense 
Thrown Weapons. 
Unarmed Attack 
Unarmed Defense 
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Moypane Irews Manor Irems Mayor Tres 
Higle Accela (1 Dose) pecially in Japan) 
Took Apartment sphic Display Stations 

s Car or Motoreycle 

(D Portable Payer High-End Navi (Counts as 2 Items) es 

Gjarettes Low-lind Navi Psyche Chip 

hothing Mace or Pepper Spray Technical Schematics: IPV7 or KLDS. System 
Concert or Event Tickets, Navi Programs: legal (Counts as 2 Items) 

Cosmet Navi Programs: egal 

DVDs Phantoma Game 

Hand-Held Video Game Unit Portable Navi 

Ofice/Schoo! Supplies Small Business 

Pager VR Goggles 


Sports Equipment 
Standard Video Game 
Telephone 

Television 

Toys (Stuffed Animals) 
Trin/us Pass 


Main Cranacrers 


{mn some ways tis an exercise in futility to stat-out characters in Serial Experiments lain, since some are effectively omnipotent and others virtually automata 
The write-ups herein emphasize characters’particular strengths and weaknesses for dramatic potential. Eventhough the principal characters can do everything, 
in practice they either donot, or they have not yet learned haw. Their moments ofhaste and hesitation provide the basis for the numbers recommended here. 


Lain TwakuRa 


Mind 4 Level Bains On the outside, Lins 
5 Energy Pe © 30 Aotceable mostly fr 4 
Value 6 Defense Combs ae ribbons wrapped around he longest bang She wears 


i 6 school uniform during the day, conservative 
comfortable clothes after hours, and her favourite teddy 


Pea eps wth bear hod at rght” She pas 
Level Points Defects BP uiay, tnd seldom laughs, though quiet sie 
§ 21 Magical Reston (Only wih Wie) 2——smeres when she apy "The an of the Wied 
* 4 ‘Nemesis (Masami Eiri) 2 appears the same, but she carries herself differently 
14 rapt th peer se 
5S asthe poe fash offre wb 
oe und herandisnot 


confide 
font Masami Ec (even 
though she probably does not ely feel ready), After 


the confrontation, her statistics become les relevant: 
they can be anything all she wants them to be ia 
practice, The version presented here reflects 2 


formidable Lain who would nonetheless treat other 
equals rather than as their absolute superio 


BacnoROUND 


In fife, Masami Eiri was 


Masami Eval 


Mind7 Soul 2 
Points 80 Energy Point 135 
Combat Value? Defénse Combat Value S 


arate 
Total Skil Poins 90 


the Wired, and presumably 
and limbs are much they were 
before death, By indications, heary bandages covers 
death wounds 


Level Points 


air The mos disnctive featur of his Wired pes 
oer isthe par of ed marks under ise, Heoks ean 
‘4 animated dol o a waitional Kabuki acto, and hey 

a te Set him apart from any person making an 
Hines oe nln the Wire, He aves oot in mk 
Mabaeal ost gees air, fade in and out, and engage in other fea 

reminiscent of fllore about encounters wth gods 

Shills Lerel Points The numbers given here reflect his station 
Computers (As, Networks) fe before Layer 1 and is final encounter wth Lain. Hs 
i 6 ou ‘power isin principle unlimited, but he cannot bringita 
8 bear all at once. He would make an extremely 


Defects 

Magical Rest 
‘Wanted (Tachibana) 
Unique Defect (Bodies) 
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formidable nemesis, m 


Gasers OF Lain’s Woruo 


Most of the technology in Serial Experiments lanisjust the same asits counterparts in reality. Some gear, however, deserves more attention since ts within 
adecade more advanced than that of present day 


Handheld Computer 


Lain and her fiends make heavy use of elaborately designed handheld computers. Girls have 
units with flowery graphics, while Taro and other boys own units shaped like guns, game 
controllers, and other “manly” toys. Whatever their external forms, these handheld machines ean 
send a few sentences’ worth of animated text, store basic information, and provide limited 
connection tothe Wired remotely 


Unlike real-world handhelds, these devices can perform vastly greater feats, Taro talks about 
using the Psyche processor to give him full Wired access and Lain engages in fullmmetsion Wired 
‘exploration along with malti-window programming on hers. Modifying « handheld for greater 
«capability requires the appropriate add-on chips and a bit of effort. One successful Electronics roll 
‘or well played description ofthe tribulations of unauthorized modifications, gives the handheld the 
capabilities of a low-end Nav, A second roll or scene, again with the appropriate components, 
upgrades the handheld tothe performance level of a high-end Navi 


A standard handheld device allows a computerilliterate (or very minimally skilled) character 
to make Computer-elated Skill rolls with a -1 dice rol dificulty bonus (even if they da not possess, 
the Skil) 


A typical handheld computer is considered a Minor Item under the Personal Gear Attribute. 
They ae presumably so widely available that any character who wants one can reasonably afford it 
unless abject poverty or some other complication intervenes. The hardware and tools necessary to 
upgrade a handheld by one step counts as_two Minor Items for Personal Gear purposes and one 
Major Item ifupgrading with a Psyche chip 


Low-End Navi 


The simple desktop computer Lain uses in early episodes seems more or less ubiquitous in Lain’s world, The Navi lin sin fact common enough to warrant 


overage in junior high texthooks on computers, so that anyone in e 


hth grade has a reference 


nual covering basic repairs and mainten 


\Navis come in a wide range of colours and shapes, and while the series does not say so explicitly, customized exteriors are probably cheap and readily 
available. Lain’ ist Nav isa cherry red witha thin monitor and simple keyboard. Alice uses a machine resembling Apple Computers reakworld iMac with 
presumably comparable capabilites. It would bein keeping with the Japanese marketing for Navis to come co-ordinated with popula ines of cartoon characters, 
currently fashionable styles in clothes, and other domestic possessions. In addition, Navi are clearly laid out and sturdy enough to survive the experimental 
tinkering of eighth-grade would-be hackers. 


Lain’s computer identifies itselas running Communication Operating System (OS). The high-end machine described below runs Copland OS Enterprise, 
possibly a Tachibana General Laboratories subsidiary. For this purpose, it doesnot matter what other operating systems there ae, since all low-end or high-end 
computers have roughly similar features. Low-end Navi have sophisticated voice synthesizers, and ean articulate e-mail text and interface commands in more ot 
less appropriate tones while displaying unfolding messages with clever animation, They also have two-way vdeo and audio conferencing utilities builtin so they 
can act as basic videophones ifthe user has a high-speed connection tothe Wired. 


Low-end Navi allow users to make Computer-elated Skill ols with a2 dice roll difficulty bonus even if they do not possess the Skil), Software packages 
can provide -1 or 2 dice oll bonus to appropriate knowledge-based Skills. Black-market vendors at Cyberia can also sell packages covering illegal Skills (such as 


Burglary), but ata cost. 


A low-end Naviisa Minor tem of Personal Gea, while each software package proving Skil dice rll bonuses to one ile 


al or highly restricted Skill counts 
asanother, A low-end Navi can run multiple software packages without modification, though it remains the GM's purview to determine the maximum number 
of programs the system can handle before requiring upgrade. It requires an Electronics Skill check to add the hardware necessary to support an additional 
package. A difficulty penalty of +6is applied to each Skil check, 


OO — ———_ a 


High-End Navi 


High-end Navi like the one Lain receives inthe course ofthe series are limited more by the 
imagination ofthe user than by the computer's innate capabilities, The Copland Operating System, 
and potentially its rivals, can accept voice input as well as providing voice output; the voice 
recognition system compensates for changing pitch, tone, and speed with greater ease than anything 
currently in existence, Additionally, the computer builds up a database of cues and can generate 
‘appropriate responses, as when Lain's computer returns her “good-night” with one of ts own. Then 
agin, itis possible this has more todo with Lain’s nature and her connection tothe God inthe Wired 


These computers appear more “computer-ike” than low-end machines. ‘They are not designed 
tolook ike toys or fit in with toys: they are expensive pieces of equipment that look like serous tools 
‘They come with very high-resolution monitors, ether with cathode ray tubes (lke televisions) o at 
nore tinkering, The storage and 
1gon how many supplementary 


scren panels. Holographic displays are also possible, but require 
processing power of high-end Naviis essentially unlimited, depen 
boxes and add-in units the user cares to stack on 


High-end Navis allow users to make Computertelated Skill rolls with a3 dice roll difficulty 
bonus (even if they do not possess the Skil). Software packages can provide a1 or -2 dice rol bonus 
to appropriate knowledge-based Skills. Additionally, a high-end Navi can run the software necessary 
to operate extemal machinery like trafic lights or assembly-line tool 


high-end Navi counts as two Minor Items of Personal Gear. The combination of software and 
hardware, including cables, proper plugs, sensors, and the like, to operate an external machine is a 
Minor Item. A holographic display isa Minor 


A high-end Navi requires an Electronics Skill check to add the additional hardware and 
programs. dificlty penalty of + is applied to each Skil check 
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Mecua- GoccLes 


The men in black observing Lain wear 
sophisticated goggles that provide them with a 
number of augmented abilities. 


These particular goggles may be the work of 
Tachibana General Laboratories researchers, bul 

any major governmental spy service or privale 
conspiracy could develop comparable devices. 


The goggles have built-in power supplies, whether 
They recharge from the user's own biological 
electricity or use powerful cells batteries. 


They provide the following Attributes: Gun 
Bunny Level 2 (Dead Eye. Steady Hand) and 
Heightened Awareness Level |. 


While the user wears them. the Marked 
Defect also applies. 


Mecha goggles count as a Major Item, and are 
nol available to someone without suitable 

Organizational Ties, in contact with the 
manufacturers, or working for an agency. 


Independent geniuses can also make them. but 
These scralch-buill versions will require more 
power and break down more easily. 


en, ee, Oe, || 


THE AppLE Question 


Ttappears thatthe creators of Serial Experiments lain are not only computer aficionados, but may be specifically fans of Apple Computers, Inc. While viewing 
the lain series, one will spot several notable instances where it seems the creators ofthe 


Think Different 


Biel, during episode #11 of Serial Experiments lain, the image at right is sen. ‘This bears a 
striking resemblance toa recent advertising campaign used by Apple, which utilized the tag line" Think J 
Different.” The theme ofthe campaign focused on historical figures who changed the world by thinking Think @ 
differen, suggesting that the use of Apple's Macintosh computer could similarly inspite such aererent 


innovative thought ° 


ries used Apple as inspiration suchas some ofthe following: 


Mav 


The NAVI are the most common brand of computers used inthe word of 
Serial Experiments lin, ranging fom desktop models toa variety of hand-held 
versions. It appears thatthe inspiration for both the name and the utility ofthe 
NAUI's is drawn from John Scully's Knowledge Navigator. The CEO of Apple 
from 1983 to 1993, Seulley described his vision of Apple computers in the 21st 
century in his book titled Odyssey (1987) referring to them as the Knowledg 
Navigator. Sculley predicted many of the changes thatthe world wide web would 
bring to personal computing and felt thatthe Knowledge Navigator would take 
full use of many ofthe revolutionary changes brought about. He believed thatthe 


‘computer would allow people to communicate with each other from anywhere in 
the world, connect to vast, shared hypertext information, and would be capable of 
utilizing intelligent agents (or artificial intelligences) to actively search out 
information of interes. 


Scully felt the Knovsledge Navigator would be suited for multimedia applications, utilizing high-definition, fla-sereen display to support the rich graphics 
presented. It would also feature high-quality sound systems, speech synthesis and speech recognition. One of the key points is that Sculley also stressed that the 
Knowledge Navigator would not necessarily take any one specific form; it could be a desktop computer, a hand-held unity or even built into one’s clothing, In 
Serial Experiments lan, the NAVL assumes this multi-formed role, varying from desktop models to hand held nits al the way toa gun-shaped NAVI, 


Though not all of John Sculley’s ideas saw fution into the Knowledge Navigator, many of his key ideas have helped revoltonize personal computer 
technologies, increasing ther role asa productive tool in the exchange of information throughout the world. 


HandyNAV! 


Many of Sculley's ideas where 
implemented in Apple's ill-fated PDA, Newton 
The Newton line is credited with launching the 
PDA market, being the fist hand-held computer 
to fully utilize pen-based, handwriting 
recognition computing. Apple originally 
envisioned their Newton units always being 

connected to the internet, matching Seulley's , 


Knowledge Navigator concept, though that goal 


Connect 


never achieved fruition — the technology was 
not et available. Due to a variety of reasons, the Newton filed commercially and Apple does not currently have a hand-held unit in production. ‘The markt 
however, continues to grow, driving largely by Palm and their line of PDAs, 


Gere are 


Desktop NAVIs 


Many ofthe desktop model NAVIs seen in Serial Experiments lan bear notable similarities to some of 
Apples computer prodics. Lain's old NAVI resembles the 20th Anniversary Macintosh which was 
codenamed “Spartacus.” This high-end computer system, which featured exceptional processing power, & 
fatsceen LCD display, anda Bose sound system wasa truly special machine with lis price of approximately 
$10,000 (USD). Its design, though more sophisticated, i exceptionally similar to Lain’ first NAVI 


Later in the serie, Miki Alice is seen 
using a NAVI that looks very similar to Apple's 

iMac computer. Launched in 1998, the iMac was, 

and continues to be a huge success for Apple. The iMac features vibrantly colourfl designs that 
intentionally differ from the traditional, xy look of most computers. When launched, the iMac was 

clearly a forwardlooking design, doing away with obsolete technologies such as floppy drives and SCSI 

connections and moving instead towards USB and CD/DVD technologies. Additionally, the iMacs were 

marketed as a computer sytem specifically oriented towards to growing internet community — Apple 

maintained that an iMac purchaser could have their new computer out ofthe box and be surfing the world 

Wie web within ten minutes, 


ayer Introductions 


tthe beginning ofeach episode, a voice gi 
the episode ile. The voice is very similar to Apple 
its text-to-speech feature that comes with the Mac OS. 


opland 05 — 
The pig sen md by the NAVs in Stl prien inis |S 
enews Copand OS. Appl peat sea jus dein 4 we 
gation opting sen that wr coznamed Cop, Petal 
Copland fell through and was replaced when Apple bought NeXT, whose fe 


operating sytem, NEXTSTEP, became the basis of Apple's next generation OS. 


‘achibana 


} 
Layer 
The company that manufactures NAVI computers andthe Copland OS might take is name from the Japanese citrus frit, tachibana, known better asthe 


sper” voce from 


unber and 


Mandarin Orange. This fruit reference might be an homage to Apple Computers. 


lose the World, Open the nExt 


Various Lain products have this slogan which seems tobe an obvious play on NeXT due to the reversed capitalization of the eters. Inthe 80s, Apple ousted 
‘CEO Steve Jobs who then founded NeXT. NeXT produced impressive computers with advanced operating systems. The Application Programming Interface (API) 
for NeXT was called NEXTSTEP. When Apple was looking to replace thei Noundering Copland operating system, they looked closely a two competing operating 


systems, BeOS and NENTSTEP. Eventually, Apple made the choice to purchase NeXT, thereby bring Steve Jobs back into the Apple family, NEXTSTEP became 
the new foundation for Apple's nest generation OS project, codenamed Rhapsody that evolved into Mac OS X, which is quickly becoming the new operating 
system for Macintosh computers, 


0 Be continued 


At the end ofeach episode (except the lst one), this text is displayed, with the “B" for “Be” in blue and the “ein red The rest ofthe txt isin plain white 
This colour-scheme bears similarity to Be, Ins logo for BeOS, one ofthe operating systems which Apple was looking at asa replacement for Copland, Be, In. 
was founded in 1990 by Jean-Louise Gasse shortly after he lost his positon at Apple. After Apple chose to buy NeXT rather than Be, the company began producing 
powerful Windows operating systems and was recently purchased by Palm, Inc 
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Youn SecneT SEL 
fiction, there's no necessary problem with the main characters discovering that important parts of their history or identity are fakes, The 


viewer is outside all that. In role-playing, however, the player is much more intimately involved, and pulling out the rug from under a character 
concept requires the GM to exercise alittle planning and tact. 


In 


This isnt true” works much more satisfyingly when its immediately followed “but that other neat things." Lain’ self-discovery san excellent 
«example of ths. A player who had one ofthe other Iwakuras asa character would be infor massive disappointment: being a software prop subject 
to revocation at someone else's whim is not very interesting. Being one ofthe unsuspected shapers ofthe world with power to at last try to make 
things better isa lot more interesting. Even though there would be dislocation and disorientation during play atthe point the GM reveals the truth, 
players dealing with Lain lke revelations can settle in to enjoying te brand-new horizons now open to their characters. 


The GM should not take away anything of importance tothe player's sense ofa character without giving back something worthwhile in its place 


Daesent Dav. Present Time. Ha Ha HA 


So when does Serial Experiments lain take place? The assumption ignores the predisposition that Lain’s story unfolds in an alternate reality 
of this world, where history took one or two different turns and technology is at a different stage. This assumption of logic treats it asa potential 
future of reality 


The simplest answer is “when it does," but that dodges the question, More fly, the series takes place inthe time prepared frit by its creator 
Masami Eiri, when he feels ready to act ...and when he runs into the surprising consequences of his preparations. The troubled laughter following 
the opening declaration “present day, present time" does not us Et’ voice, but it could He seems to understand well enough that things happen 
when they do, 


See “The Dome" (page 76), fora look a a different aspect of Lain’s work, Ths piece assumes thatthe rest ofthe world actually exists beyond 
the city, albeit perhaps very unlike its counterpart in “reality” (as viewers know it), That is, if something originates from a factory in Taiwan, it 
actually does come from a factory in Taiwan rather than appearing fully built and appropriately packaged somewhere just inside the edge of the 
ddome or drifting in out ofthe void 


The K.LDS. system built by Professor Hodgson 15 years earlier is not possible yet in this reality and may never be, depending on whether 
anything like the alien crash or the psi phenomena he described actualy exist. Even if they di, itis unlikely that anyone could build that kind of 
collection system yet. ‘That limit pushes the series a minimum of 15 years into the Future. 


This fits withthe sophistication in design ofthe Accela unit, which is vastly beyond current biomedical practice. In reality highly miniaturized 
systems, approaching nano-technological scale, can perform simple functions, but they are mostly confined to monitoring. Drug therapies 
continue relying on using chemicals to catalyze the creation of others, possibly through several steps. Accela stimulates the manufacturing of 
neurology-altering hormones directly. Ina way, the ability of digestive enzymes to break up the Accela unit and dispose of itis just as impressive 
though most viewers would not realize it. Most electronies contain toxic components, rendered inert by the combinations that bind them. 
Disposing of old computer parts requires very careful work lest large quantities of lasting, poisonous gunk pollute the area. Accela must have been 
engineered with that in mind or it would kill its users outright. 


The computer interfaces we see in Serial Experiments lain show advances beyond what is now possible. They do not imply fundamental 
revolutions in computing potential aside from Firs addition to IPV7 and the mass of hardware in Lain’s room, but then that is part ofthe world 
redefinition rather than part of the situation as intially given, ‘The routine march of progress in consumer electronics can account for the 
sophisticated voice driven interfaces and other features over the span of 15 years. 


yberia plays modern music. It may be hip and unfamiliar to the kids listening to it, but itis nothing earthshaking or revolutionary when 
compared to the avant garde scene of New York, London, or Berlin. The furnishings of the Iwakura home and the restaurant where Lain’ friends 
gather and where Mika finds herself transplanted are sufficiently nondescript that they could exist 15 years ago or 15 years in the future. While fads 
change overnight, some aspects of popular culture remain largely firm once introduced, 


We know only tat Lains story begins near enough the present that man 


things remain familia. 


Tae CHancing Woruo 


‘The presence of beings lke Lain and Eiri, who can rewrite the world, opens the question, “‘Whoamn I when everything about me might change?” 
The series offers no definite answer, butt raises a least two possibilities in ways that show they are not the whole story. 


kas tragic experiences show one response to a world in which what seems inanimate and fixed becomes active and alive in some way. She 
shatters. Caught on the edges of messages intended to stir Lain into deeper awareness and the escalating conflict of passions within the Wired, Mika 
seem overwhelms her, tothe point where she can no longer discharge the role assigned her, It 
appears Eiri sends in a replacement for her, and the last vestige of Mika's soul isa fading cloud of ights expressing sorrow or horror. The second 
Mika, perhaps because she is rushed into service, quickly fils as well, acting like broken software. A whole, functioning version of Mika appears 
again only after Lain rewrites the world 


loses herself entirely. Fear ora rebellious strea 


The series never explicitly states, “See, this is the advantage of genuine humanity.” Nevertheless Alice’s responses contrast sharply with 
Mika’, lice als falls prey to mind-numbing, consuming fear but her friendship sustains her right upto the inal confrontation between Lain and 
Eiri, Only the most direct manifestation of an entire world beyond her existence the strength and pettiness of an unsuspected creator and the 
equally incomprehensible power of hr fiend, blasts Alice into shock. She hates and fears the changes happening up to that point, but endures 
them long enough to pay a crucial part in drawing out Lain’ “humanity” at the climax. 


Because the audience experiences Alice's responses to the changing world, they see most clearly in her, that yes, something endures even as the 
past and present change. There isa spark of self that struggles to preserve itself, and that can succeed when nurtured by love. Emotion and intellect 
combine to hold together. ‘The manifestation in the form of Lain’s father points out that the Wired might be more than electrical activity even 
though it was created by such activity; the same seems true of humanity. Biology shapes the human essence, but that essence surpasses the physical. 


Eiris partially aware of this, seeing the crucial roe of change and fresh possibilty in evolution. His egotism prevents hi from tracing out the 
full consequences ofthe connections he venerates, however. They do not allow hi to simply impose hs will on others rather, the at of connection 
strengthens each participant, making them more distinctly themselves even as it unites them, 


Tae ART of AmBiGuiry 


a series like this fun to watch can also make for very frustrating game play if the GM does not approach it with 
: the role of allusion, evocation, and general ambiguity: 


One feature that maki 
sensitiv 


The audience never learns, for instance, ust who the Tachibana man is or the citcurnstances tinder which he employs the men in black. Are 
freelancers, part of a community of roving super-spies who move through the world’s trouble spots? Are they government agents on 
assignment to Tachibana, or also accountable to superiors 


the Ministry of information Control or some other agency? Are they simply software 
constructs given fake histories because it amuses Eiri to do so? The show does not have to answer any of these questions, but ifa Game Master is 
running a campaign inthis genre style, his or her players will probably feel cheated if they do not uncover some 


nswers, 


Rather than provide no resolution at al, it usually works better when GMs offer one primary answer wrapped in a few clues pointing in 
multiple directions. Ifthe players work hard to uncover information and role-play out the process of interpretation and analysis wel, they deserve 
the reward ofearning something by the end. The GM should bear in mind with this sort of adventure that he o she does not have to stick withthe 
original plan just because it was the original plan, There ae (in most cases) more players than there are of you, and players sometimes come up with 
explanations that make much better dramatic sense than yours, or which are just plain col, You should always feel free to change your mind about 
explanations as long as you don't invalidate the experiences of characters in play. It’ okay to explain late that a piece of evidence was faked to 
mislead them, but not (most ofthe time) to just dismiss it as never having happened. Mingling player theories with your own often leaves players 
feeling particularly clever and perceptive, as they find ther ideas vindicated by later discoveries, This is fun for everyone involved, And it works, 
most ofthe time, even when players know you're doing it: detached analysis crumbles in the face of entertaining play 
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